
Town Hall on Wheels 

for Fairness and Respect in the Legislative Process 

the Enforcement of the PA Constitution 

and Quality Environmental Legislation in Pennsylvania 

Labor Day Weekend, 2021 (Sept. 3rd-5th) 

 

Quality legislation continues to be proposed but neglected in the PA legislature, without discussion.  

Committee chairs currently have the power to prevent bills from even getting a vote in their committees 

and even to alter bills from their original purpose, and have done so in the recent past.  The Town Hall 

on Wheels is an event meant to publicize, generate support for, and begin drafting legislation this 

upcoming Labor Day weekend, Sept. 3-5, 2021. Issues discussed will include enforcement of the PA 

Constitution's requirement that no bill shall be altered from it's original purpose via the legislative 

process, as well as requirements that mandate each representative's legislation be given a fair hearing 

and vote, such as giving every member of the opportunity to create – have discussion – and receive a 

vote on – one bill each year. 

 

A caravan of bikes and cars will begin at House Environmental Committee Chairman Metcalf’s office 

in Cranberry and Senate State Government Chairman Argall’s office in Pottsville. These are two of 

PA’s most flagrant abusers of the legislative process. Participants from PA Environmental and 

Government Reform groups will meet up in State College on Sunday to discuss and plan legislative and 

election box measures, and the media outlets along the two routes will be notified of this effort to end 

this abuse of power. If you would like to participate in any way (bike, drive, money, editorials, etc.) 

contact Jim Highland editor@sgpublishingteam.com, P.O. Box 682, Grove City, PA. 

 

 

Abuse of Power and Violation of the PA Constitution 

Favoring the representatives of one district over those of another, is fundamentally unethical and 

undemocratic, and violates the spirit of PA Constitution.  The needs, values and concerns of each 

district must be respected and protected, and the requirements of PA Constitution must be enforced, 

otherwise quality legislation will be overlooked and obliterated, and the voice of numerous districts and 

their representatives will become mute.  We cannot allow the constituents of any district to be 

overlooked and forgotten by abuses to the legislative process. We, the Citizens' Environmental 

Assocation of the Slippery Rock Area (CEASRA) are announcing a Town Hall on Wheels to generate 

legislative and ballot box measures to prevent the abuse of the legislative process by any chairperson, 

regardless of party, so that quality legislation, including urgently needed environmental and state 

government reform legislation, will be fairly considered in the PA legislature. 

 

When representatives who chair committees in the PA Legislature can prevent a discharge resolution by 

altering and passing the legislation in question, they abuse their power and act in defiance of the 

Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  When these chairpeople can alter legislation 

without the permission of the prime sponsor, and even change the purpose of the legislation to the 

opposite of that of the prime sponsor, they effectively nullify the ability of all other representatives to 

faithfully and dutifully represent and speak for the citizens of the districts who elected each of them. 
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No one person should have so much power to mute the voice of fellow representatives without political 

consequence. This abuse of power threatens all legislation, including the legislation that so many 

environmental groups and government reform groups advocate for, over weeks and months in each 

legislative session.  To restore the legitimacy of PA's representative government and prevent these 

abuses of power from ever happening again, environmental groups and government reform groups need 

to work together to organize their efforts, educate voters and turn out the vote in all future elections so 

the rules of legislative conduct can be reformed, so the PA Constitution can be enforced on all 

chairpeople, and so that representatives are elected who not only advocate for their district, but act in 

ways that do not nullify the ability of other representatives to represent their own districts.  It is about 

mutual respect, dignity and effective representative government, and it takes everyone beginning to 

work together. 

   

 

The Constitution of Pennsylvania 

 

Article III Legislation, Section A Procedure, subsection 1 passage of law: 
No law shall be passed except by bill, and no bill shall be so altered or amended, on 

its passage through either House, as to change its original purpose.  

 

Example One: 

In April of 2018, the chair of the PA House State Government Committee, Rep. Metcalfe, held a 

meeting on HB 722 with less that 24 hours notice, when it had become clear that the prime sponsor of 

that bill had the votes in the full House to force the bill out of committee (where it had never been 

given a hearing or vote) via a discharge resolution. Without the approval of the prime sponsor, Rep. 

Stevenson, HB 722 was so altered as to nullify it's original purpose and, instead, reconstitute it with a 

purpose in line with the views of Chairman Metcalfe, who had no role in authoring or sponsoring the 

bill.  Though this action clearly contradicts Article III, Section A, subsection 1 of the PA Constitution, 

Representative was not prevented from his actions by the House leadership, nor was he disciplined, 

through in the next legislative session he became the chair of the House Environmental Resources 

Committee, instead of the State Government Committee.  But that's not discipline; it's defiance of the 

word of law in our State Constitution. 

 

Example Two: 

In June of 2021, the chair of the PA Senate State Government Committee, Sen. Argall, held a meeting 

on SB 222 with less than 24 hours notice, at which he allowed only one amendment, his own, and 

would not answer questions about the fairness of amending the bill before a vote on the bill with its 

original language and purpose.  His amendment passed along party lines and without the approval of 

the prime sponsor, Sen. Boscola.  Sen. Argall was never a part of the authorship of the original bill.  

Though, again, this clearly contradicts Article III, Section A, subsection 1 of the PA Constitution, the 

leadership allowed the bill to pass out of committee, effectively killing it before it could be used to 

provide guidance and transparency to the Redistricting process for which it was authored in the first 

place.  

 

The PA Legislature needs to do one thing immediately: Follow the PA Constitution.   
 

Urgently needed legislation, including environmental legislation, is at risk of being contorted to the 

point of abandoning the author's purpose and thus nullifying the ability of all representatives (other 

than committee chairs) to fulfill their duties to represent their districts by authoring and passing the 



legislation their constituents require and deserve.  CEASRA members will meet with members of other 

environmental and government reform groups, as well as concerned individuals, to discuss, brainstorm 

and organize state-wide efforts to reform the PA legislative rules, give Article III, Section A., 

subsection 1 clear and powerful enforcement rules, and conduct voter education and mobilization.  

 

Transportation and Locations 

Part of the Town Hall on Wheels will involve a caravan of bikes and cars starting at the offices of Rep. 

Metcalfe (Cranberry) and Sen. Argall (Pottsville), on Sept. 3rd and 4th.  We will inform news media 

along our routes about the purpose of our Town Hall on Wheels to generate more support for our 

efforts.  The caravans will travel through county seats, colleges and universities and state parks. On 

Sunday, September 5th, all participants will then travel the final leg of the tour by car to State College 

to meet one another and begin discussions and organization to work together for the purposes outlined 

above.  

 

Participants 

We are asking participants to contact us with their name, contact information, including preferred email 

address and/or phone number, membership in environmental and/or government reform organizations, 

means of transportation (bike or car) and which starting point (Cranberry or Pottsville) they would like 

to start from for the first legs of the Town Hall.  Include any questions you have.  We will respond back 

with more detailed information about the times/places involved.  We need cars as well as bikes for the 

first legs of the Town Hall on Wheels. Please reach out to your friends, especially cyclists, who care 

about our representative government and the quality of the air and water in these Penn's Woods. 

 

Please email Event Organizer, Jim Highland (editor@sgpublishingteam.com) and indicate Town Hall 

on Wheels in the subject box, or contact CEASRA (ceasra@zoominternet.net) for more information 

about our 24 year fight to stop a local company from opening a landfill that would bring in hazardous 

construction waste, as well as radioactive fracking waste, and expel leachate into a stream (Black Run) 

that flows into Wolf Creek, Slippery Rock Creek, Connoquenessing Creek, the Beaver River and the 

Ohio and Mississippi Rivers,  We will respond as soon as possible. 
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